
EARLY ON JULY 10, I DROVE MY TR6 TO MEET WITH FELLOW

club member Frank Cartwright to begin our journey 
to Kalamazoo, Michigan, for the 20th annual “Mad 

Dogs and Englishmen’s British Auto Faire.” This is an 
event that is hosted by the Southwest Michigan Motor-
ing Association. We timed out our trip in order to arrive 
in time to register for rally on Saturday. The idea was 
to get there and to meet with Debby and Doug Larson 
(‘74 TR6), Roseanne and Joe Felix (’67 TR4A), Sandy 
and Jerry Hurst (’76 TR6), and Denise and Pete Ballard 
(TRMGB), who had left Joliet the day before. Frank and 
I arrived at The Beacon Club near the Kalamazoo Airport 
with time to spare. The Prison City Brits pulled in about 
half an hour later, fresh from their wine tasting odyssey. 
We all registered for the driving event except for Denise 
and Pete who were off doing something else.
 After we gathered for the driver’s meeting and got 
all of our instructions, we decided that the treasure hunt 
and picture gathering portion was going to be too hokey, 
and we agreed that we would not compete in the rally. 
Instead, we would just drive along the planned route. 
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The drive took us around the rural areas surrounding 
Kalamazoo and was quite pleasant, although perhaps 
not quite up to Doug’s high standards for selecting scenic 
roads. Needless to say, we were the fi rst people to arrive 
at the fi nish, so we thought we would partake of some 
beverages to quench our thirsts. But, alas, since we did 
not have tickets to the banquet, we were not allowed into 
the Beacon Club, and we had to settle for slushies at a 
nearby McDonalds.
 After a bit of a cool down, we dispersed to our sepa-
rate hotel accommodations, but fi rst Frank and I ventured 
over to the nearby Kalamazoo Air Zoo Museum. We only 
had half an hour to spend at the museum because they 
were about to close, but we did fi nd the one hanger we 
visited very enjoyable. If we go to this show next year, we 
will go to the air museum rather than the road rally.
 After a shower and a bit of rest, the group recon-
vened at the Joliet crew’s hotel, and headed out to dinner. 
Our reservation was at a downtown piano bar and restau-
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RECENT EVENTS OF IN “TR” EST

BLONDERFEST - JULY 31-AUGUST 1
TEXT & GRAPHICS BY JACK BILLIMACK

BARB AND I LEFT CRYSTAL LAKE

Saturday morning under scat-
tered showers – the fi rst test 

of the new top. The showers stopped 
within a few miles, and the rest of the 
weekend was rain-free. We drove to 
Chesterton to join Tim and Sheila 
Mantel, Don and Mary Kay Sheldon, 
Jack and Mary Lou Gleason, and Joe 
Kaplon. Tim and Sheila then led our 
fi ve-car caravan up the scenic Red 
Arrow Highway to Mike and Terry’s 
“cottage” in Harbert, MI.  Quite a 
cottage, especially with the new 
two-story garage with “studio” on 
the second fl oor.  Joining the group 
at the cottage were Mike and Trish 
Konopka, Chris Smit (with attack 
dog – Muffi n) and Pat Lobdell. After 
having a great sandwich/beverage 
lunch, and armed with clear route 
instructions, we left for the wineries.
 Led by Mike and Terry, the 
tour consisted of a spirited, 20-mile 
drive over many beautiful, curvy 
Michigan back roads – past old 
farms, vineyards, small towns and 
old cars/machinery. Lots of pass-
ersby took note of the two TR4s, one 
Spitfi re, four TR6s, one Toyota and 
one Taurus (Joe’s wife Pat joined 
us along the route) navigating the 
curves and hills. Terry’s route took 

us fi rst to Lemon Creek Winery, the 
farthest of the fi ve wineries that we 
would visit. We then proceeded to 
Free Run Winery, Tabor Hill Winery, 
Round Barn Winery and Hickory 
Creek Winery. Round Barn Winery 
also brewed beer and distilled vodka, 
so we all had extra tasting opportuni-
ties. The wineries were crowded, but 
we had no problems since Terry had 
planned ahead and had made res-
ervations for us at each winery. We 
followed Terry’s tight time schedule to 
be sure we made it to all fi ve winer-
ies. (Terry must have been a Gestapo 
offi cer in a previous life). After several 
wonderful hours of tasting, we headed 
back to Harbert, some of us stopping 
to check into the Super 8 in Sawyer 
(our version of camping), while Jack 
and Mary Lou took a detour to buy 10 
pounds of locally grown blueberries. 

After returning to the cottage, we con-
sumed more wine, loafed while Mike 
and Terry coordinated the cooking on 
“dual Webers,” and hung out some 
more. A very tasty meal of Moo & 
Oink “High-5” burgers and “Hot Link” 
sausages was served which included 
the best burgers and sausages ever. 
They were accompanied by delicious 
salads, handmade from secret family 
recipes prepared by “Orland Park 
Pat.” Great meal!
 After dinner, some of the 
group walked (about 8 minutes) to 
the Lake Michigan beach at the end 
of Mike’s road. One group came back 
early and drove a few miles to Weko 
Beach in Bridgman to see its famous 
“sunset ceremony.” However, as with 
many ISOA events, we arrived at the 
beach about two minutes after sun-
down, so we missed the ceremony. 

To make up for this, our caravan 
stopped at Sherman’s Ice Cream 
Shop for a sweet treat.
 After returning to the cottage, 
Mike started a huge bonfi re, break-
ing all ISOA safety rules by starting it 
with a couple of splashes of gasoline. 
ISOA folk stories were exchanged 
and giant, mutant marshmallows 
(that Joe brought) were roasted. To 
assure our comfort, Mike had treated 
the ground with anti-mosquito spray 

which worked wonderfully – no bites 
reported. After midnight, some retired 
for much needed sleep. Others con-
tinued to hang out, until close to dawn 
I’m told.
 Sunday morning found a few 
of us back at the cottage. The always, 
energetic Joe Kaplon forced Tim and 
me to help install hundreds of square 
feet of siding on Mike’s new super-
garage. After a short while, Tim and 
I escaped from the work detail and 
left for home with Sheila and Barb, 
stopping along the way for another 
meal and more ice cream.
 The whole group had a great 
time during this wonderful weekend. 
Thanks to Mike and Terry for hosting 
a memorable event.

Spuds
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ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION

 The ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION is an owners and enthusiasts club ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION is an owners and enthusiasts club ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION

dedicated to the enjoyment and preservation of TRIUMPH cars. Monthly 
meetings are held at Mack’s Golden Pheasant on North Ave and Rt. 83 in 
Elmhurst (X marks the spot on the map), on the fi rst Sunday of every month 
(unless otherwise announced). Meeting time is 7:00 PM (roughly), but come 
early, have a beer, and share some TRIUMPH BS with your fellow enthusiasts.

 The Board of Directors meets the fi rst Sunday of every month prior to the general 

dedicated to the enjoyment and preservation of TRIUMPH cars. Monthly 

 The Board of Directors meets the fi rst Sunday of every month prior to the general 

ISOA EVENTS CALENDAR

SNIC-BRAAAPP is published monthly, most of the time, and should be expected before the ISOA membership 
meeting. Member contributions received by the 10th of the month will probably appear in the next newsletter, if at 
all. Submissions received later may be held until the following month. Submissions, accompanied by a sizeable 
gratuity, [remember- this is Chicago!] or plausible threat, are occasionally squeezed in at the last minute. All 
photos and disks will be returned upon request. Technical material is provided for reference purposes only and 
should be utilized advisedly, if at all. Opinions offered are those of the author’s and may not express the views 
of the ISOA board or the editorial staff of SNIC BRAAPPP. SNIC BRAAAPP has been found safe and effective as a 
sleep aid when combined with copious amounts of alcohol. Questions, comments, concerns, or great thoughts 
should be directed to:

Bob Streepy, 850 Kent Circle, Bartlett, IL 60103 email: trstreep@sbcglobal.net
SNIC BRAAAPP is published by: VIDataPrint LLC - 847/683-9683SNIC BRAAAPP is published by: VIDataPrint LLC - 847/683-9683SNIC BRAAAPP

ISOA UPCOMING EVENTS
Month Date Day Time  Event

SEPT. 5TH SUN. 7:00 PM ISOA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING [BOARD 5:00]
 9-12    SIX PACK TRIALS - OXFORD, OHIO 
 12TH SUN.   BRITISH CAR FESTIVAL, OAKTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE

 12TH SUN.   THE SALISBURY CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE, DESMOINES, IA  WWW.SALISBURYCONCOURS.COM

 19TH SUN.   5TH ANNUAL CANTIGNY CAR SHOW

 24 FRI. 6-9PM  ROSELLE CRUISE NITE WITH SPECIAL MUSICAL GUESTS SPINAL TAPPETS
     BBQ TO FOLLOW AT KAYSON’S 341 AMBLESIDE, ROSELLE,
 24-26    COVERED BRIDGE TOUR PARKE CTY., IN  TARGETGUY39@HOTMAIL.COM

 26TH SUN.   LAKE GENEVA CAR SHOW - HTTP://WWW.GENEVALAKECLASSICCAR.COM/

OCT. 3RD SUN. 7:00 PM ISOA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING [BOARD 5:00]
 8-10    FALL TOUR & CAMP OUT - CASPER’S - KANSASVILLE, WI
 19TH-23RD   VTR, JEKYL ISLAND, GEORGIA

NOV. 7TH SUN. 7:00 PM ISOA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING [BOARD 5:00]
  SAT.   CLINIC TBA

DEC. 5TH  SUN. 5:00 PM ISOA INDOOR GO-KART CHALLENGE II, MELROSE PARK

   7:00 PM ISOA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING [BOARD 5:00]

JAN. 1st Sat.. 10:30 AM? Outer Drive Hero’s Ralley - Northerly Island
2ND SUN. 7:00 PM ISOA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING [BOARD 5:00]

 TBA SAT. 6:00 PM BIG BASH DETAILS TO FOLLOW

  SAT.   CLINIC TBA
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MONTHLY MUMBLINGS

A LITTLE BS FROM BS
NEWS AND VIEWS

FROM THE BUSTED KNUCKLE GARAGE

WE TAUNT THE GRIM REAPER AND LIVE TO TELL 
ABOUT IT OR, “TAKING ONE FOR THE TEAM”

AS YOUR DULLY-AUTHORIZED ISOA
chief executive, I have attempted 
to take my presidential responsi-

bilities very seriously. If there were ever 
any reservations as to my devotion to 
the cause, one need only observe my 
actions of July 11th. In case you were 
not at the meeting, or if you didn’t read 
the fi rst-rate meeting notes submitted 
by Jay Holekamp, the event featured 
the offi cial unveiling of “Stagzilla,” Bob 
“Burnout” Steele’s Chevy V8 powered, 
fuel injected, supercharged, nitrous Stag. 
Rumors of this car’s existence has taken 
on a near “urban myth” status for several 
years, and I’m certain countless Coventry 
Irregulars have suspected that the car did 
not exist and that Bob was “just blowing 
smoke.” Actually, as of July 11th, he liter-
ally was blowing smoke, and I’m here to 
corroborate it.
 When Burnout pulled into the 
lot of Mack’s Sunday evening, his Stag 
unquestionably attracted a signifi cant 
amount of interest from the assembled 
multitude of ISOAers in attendance, 
myself included. It was as if Sasquatch 
rode in on a unicorn accompanied by Mr. 
Snuffl eluffagus. While some Stag purists 
looked askance at Brunout’s ride, Bob 
handed out an offi cial press release, 
penned by Bob himself, stating that his 
car was, in fact, a rare factory limited 
production HO model Stag. According 
to his “offi cial” documentation,

 When Triumph produced the Stag 
in 1972, sales fi gures were not quite up to 
expectations. British Leyland then speculated 
that if they offered an optional performance 

model, it would boost sales. They enlisted 
the help of John DeLorean (of G.M. fame for 
the GTO and others) to oversee the program. 
What they hadn’t realized was that Mr. DeLo-
rean was at the peak of his cocaine habit and 
was completely stoned 24 hours a day and 
hadn’t slept for over a year. The result of his 
endeavor was the Stag H.O. In DeLorean 
fashion, all the H.O.’s were to be painted 
chalky, faded white. Sales were well below 
expectations and by all accounts, only one 
sold. It was purchased by a Mr. E.. Kenevil in 
1973 and was used for weekend drives over 
canyons. Mr. Kenevil subsequently sold it, 
and it has been passed on to several owners 
since then. The car had some notoriety when 
it played the villain in the Disney Herbie movie 
“Herbie Gets His Ass kicked.” It is now owned 
by I.S.O.A. member Bob Steele who is restor-
ing it in hopes of bringing it to the New Glarus 
hill climb in 2011.

 Before the general club meeting 
got under way, Burnout asked if anyone 
might want to accompany him for a ride 
in the car. Knowing that even riding with 
Steele in his MGTC is tantamount to a 
death wish, I feared that someone might 
actually take him up on his offer. Like the 
offi cer who jumps onto a live grenade 
to save the men in his company or the 
captain who goes down with his ship, I 
immediately threw myself into the breach 
in order to save any of our members from 
certain death.
 Bob attached the hood – did I 
mention that he had removed it to display 
the supercharger – while I tried to scrawl 
a few last words to Carol and the kids 
before “going to glory,” and I wondered if 
perhaps it was not too late to convert to 
all of the world’s faiths simultaneously. As 
I struggled with the seat belt latch, Bob 
blithely informed me that it didn’t work 
anyway. For that matter, neither did the 
wipers, horns, or a few other incidentals. I 
fi gured that the horns were no a big deal, 
since the scream of the blower and the 
squealing tires pretty well announced 
the car’s presence. But the wipers were 
another story, since it was raining at the 
time of our excursion. Bob seemed non-
plussed by the absence of wipers, since 
he couldn’t see out of the windshield too 
well due to the supercharger taking up 
about 90% of the viewing area. 
 We turned right out of the park-
ing lot onto North Avenue. It was only 
a distance of 20 yards or so, but I was 
instantly plastered against the back of 

the seat, even though the wet pavement 
prohibited the car from hooking up, or 
maybe it was the bald tires. 
 When we turned south onto route 
83, we had about a mile of straight away 
in front of us. At this point, Burnout dem-
onstrated how he had earned his offi cial 
ISOA nickname. I recalled looking though 
my Weekly Reader back in the 50s and Weekly Reader back in the 50s and Weekly Reader
seeing some poor air force test pilot on a 
rocket sled with his face stretched around 

the back of his 
head from the 
G-forces. Now 
I know how the 
guy must have 
felt. We did a 
donut at the 
first light and 
headed back to 
North Ave, fi sh-

tailing the entire way as my life fl ashed 
before my eyes. Bob apologized for the 
lack of traction, which he attributed to 
the wet pavement. [I confess that I might 
have contributed to the dampness, at 
least in the right lane.]
 We pulled into or maybe I should 
say we landed, back at Mack’s where-
upon I immediately kissed the pavement 
and adjourned to the gent’s ordinary for 
a change of skivvies. I then swore that I 
would never again question the veracity 
of Pat Morse’s stories of Burnout’s driving 
escapades. Even though I have been an 
active member of the anti-saloon league 
for awhile now, for the fi rst time in several 
years, I had an almost overwhelming 
urge to default to my once customary 
behavior and ask Cheryl for “a shooter 
and wash and keep ‘em coming,” to 
calm my nerves. Somehow, I resisted 
the temptation, and we carried on with 
the meeting as usual. After we wrapped 
up, one of the more perceptive attendees 
asked if I was OK since it sounded as if I 
was talking a bit faster than usual during 
the meeting. It was then that I remem-
bered a famous quote from Triumph test 
driver Ken Richardson who, when asked 
about adrelin after the Jabeke Run, said 
that all he knew about adrenalin was that 
it was brown in colour. I can now confi rm 
that he was right from fi rst-hand experi-
ence.

Suds
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READER CON “TR” IBUTIONS 

ISOA MEMBERSHIP: Being a member of ISOA is easy! Owning a Triumph is optional; you can  Being a member of ISOA is easy! Owning a Triumph is optional; you can 
drive whatever you want. All you need to do is pay your annual dues of $25.00. (If you are a new 
member, add $10 one time signup fee, includes name badge and member kit) Your dues help cover 
the shipping and costs of the newsletter. Talk to a club member and join today! Be an ISOA’er. 

Send check to: Tim Buja, 1173 Butler Road, Rockford, IL  61108-4702

PORSCHE LUST: 
I’M JIMMY CARTER!

AN ESSAY BY 
DAVE “RUMPUS” KANZLER

WHEN JIMMY CARTER GAVE 
HIS infamous “lust in my 
heart” interview in Play-

boy before the 1976 election, it was boy before the 1976 election, it was boy
quite the scandal at the time and 
almost cost him the election.   As a 
sixteen year old who spent most of 
my waking moments lusting in my 
heart after the Martin twins (think 
Marsha Brady times two), I just didn’t 
get what all the fuss was about – the 
nuns made sure we didn’t touch, but 
they couldn’t stop the looking/lusting.   
Time has shown me to be correct in 
the wake of Ronald Reagan as the 
fi rst divorced President, Bill Clinton 
and Monica-gate, and Rudy Giuliani 
openly parading his mistress around 
town while still married to wife #2.   
Until the recent John Edwards and 
Al Gore divorces, I’d pretty much 
developed a theory that Demo-
crats cheated on their wives but 

stayed married 
and Republicans 
just dumped their 
wives (Reagan, 
Dole, Gingritch, 
Giuliani, McCain) 
and married their 
mistresses (so 
Cl in ton ’s  rea l 
crime to the GOP 
wasn’t that he 
cheated on Hill-
ary, but that he 
stayed married 
to her).
 Now,  wha t 

has that got to do with Triumphs?   
Well ever since last year when I 
drove my boss’ Porsche Boxster 
(see “Face Off” article), and another 
MD’s 911 (see picture) I have been 
“lusting in my heart” over a Porsche.  
I got a subscription to Excellence, 
the Porsche magazine. I have a very 
successful cousin who was a former 
VP at Microsoft and now has a 150 
acre vineyard in Sonoma County 
California (www.kanzlervineyards.
com) and has been into Porsches 
for years (356, 911, Boxsters). He’s 
a great guy, successful, Vietnam vet 
(he was a gunner on a PBR [patrol 
boat river – think “Apocalypse 
Now”) and always hospitable to his Now”) and always hospitable to his Now
poorer cousin. We were chatting 
recently about my Porsche-lust, 
and one thing led to another, and he 
offered to sell me his 1999 Boxster 
(see picture) at a very favorable price 
(about 70% of market value).I went 
headlong into this at fi rst, arranging 
dates to fl y out to California, planning 
a trip with my best friend to drive it 
back to Illinois (my cousin thought 

the idea of shipping it was “missing 
the point of owning one”). 
 Having two “toys” was an 
issue. As a CPA, I am eminently 
practical, and the practical thing to 
do was the “President Reagan,” 
i.e., dump my TR6 in favor of the 
younger, firmer, sleeker Boxster.   
But there was the President Clinton 
option and still have my old some-
what clunky TR6 with the Boxster 
“on the side.”  But a funny thing hap-
pened when I went into the garage, 
saw my TR6, and realized I was 
having trouble looking at her in the 
headlights – I began to feel guilty. 
A day driving the Boxster would be 
a day that I wouldn’t be driving the 
TR6. Who would drive her if I didn’t? 
I’m sure McCain, Dole, Gingritch, 
Reagan, and Giuliani were happy 
with their younger, fi rmer, sleeker 
wives, and didn’t care about the 
older clunkier ex’s; but dagnabit, 
isn’t Roslyn Carter kind of “hot” in 
her own way? Isn’t there something 
“sexy” about commitment? Sure my 
TR6 is a little saggy, takes a while to 
warm up, and sputters a bit, but she’s 
warm and cozy and familiar. Hell, 
old couples get a round of applause 
when they say they’ve been married 
for 50 years, nobody applauds some-
one for being on their 4th wife. So I 
called my cousin and told him that 
I was backing out of the deal, that I 
was “Jimmy Carter.” I’d continue to 
lust in my heart for a Porsche, but I 
was a one-toy guy, and that toy was 
my smoky, rickety, (but recently face-
lifted) old TR6.

Rumpus

PORSCHE LUST: 

stayed married 
and Republicans 
just dumped their 
wives (Reagan, 
Dole, Gingritch, 
Giuliani, McCain) 
and married their 
mistresses (so 
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crime to the GOP 
wasn’t that he 
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CON “TR” IBUTIONS 
FROM ACROSS THE POND

BY TONY BEADLE

ISOA INTERNATIONAL BUREAU CHIEF 
& UK SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

SPEN KING

CHARLES SPENCER ‘SPEN’ KING 
died at the end of June 2010 
as a result of injuries suffered 

in a collision with a van whilst riding 
a bicycle near his home in Warwick-
shire. He was 85 years old.
 Born in 1925, he became 
an engineering apprentice at Rolls-
Royce in 1942. At the end of the 
Second World War he went to work 
at Rover and, following his involve-
ment with various prototype vehicles, 
quickly moved up the management 
ladder. By 1959 he was in charge 
of new vehicle projects, heading the 
teams that designed and developed 
the Rover 2000.
 When Rover was swallowed 
up by the British Leyland conglom-
eration, this resulted in Spen King 
replacing Harry Webster at Standard-
Triumph in 1968 (Webster moved 
over to become the technical chief 
of Austin-Morris). During his time at 
Triumph, King exerted a major infl u-
ence on the specifi cation and design 
of the Stag, TR6 and TR7 models.
 Following yet another BL re-
organisation in the early 1970s, Rover 
and Triumph were coupled together 

and King was then responsible for 
probably his most famous vehicle 

– the Range Rover. 
This luxury version 
of the iconic Land 
Rover 4x4 exceeded 
everyone’s expecta-
tions and opened up 
a whole new market 
sector in the UK.

 In 1979 King 
was appointed to take 
charge of technology 
for BL and concen-
trated his efforts on 
producing advanced 

concept vehicles and developing new 
techniques to improve fuel effi ciency 
and performance. Even after he 
retired King was still actively cam-
paigning to improve vehicle safety.
 An outstanding automotive 
engineer who, during his career, 
had to contend with notorious labour 
problems and interference from 
management, King was usually 
to overcome these diffi culties. His 
legacy of classic British vehicles will 
ensure that his name is not forgotten 
by future generations.
 I only met Spen King once, 
at a classic car show some years 
ago. He was modest about his many 
achievements in the motor industry 
but told me that it still annoyed him 
that when the special edition ‘CSK’ 
Ranger Rover (using his initials) was 
created he didn’t get any recompense 
at all – how typical of British Ley-
land!    

BOOK REVIEWS

The Daily Mirror 
1970 World Cup Rally 40

By Graham Robson
(Veloce Publishing, Hardbound, 

205 pages, fully illustrated. $69.95 
USA. ISBN 978-1-845842-71-0)

An amazing high-speed event that 
ran over 16,000 miles of some 

of the most arduous terrain on three 
continents, this was arguably the 
toughest car rally of all time. With 
sponsorship from the British Daily 
Mirror national newspaper, organis-
ers John Sprinzel and John Brown 
planned out a route from London 
to Mexico to coincide with the 1970 
Football World Cup.
 Entries included offi cial works 
teams from Ford, British Leyland, 
Moskvitch, etc, and some of the fac-
tory competition departments spent 
enormous amounts of money and 
energy on car development and route 
surveys. In complete contrast, some 
highly optimistic privateers used 
Rolls-Royces, a VW beach buggy, 
Trident Venturer sports coupe and 
so on.  Only 23 of the 100 cars that 
left Wembley Stadium in London on 
April 19th made it to the fi nish line in 
Mexico City on May 27th.
 The South American sec-
tion of this extraordinary rally was 
incredibly diffi cult, consisting of some 
very long Primes (special stages) 
with impossible target times set. For 
example, the Incas Prime in Peru was 
560 miles of rough, unmade moun-
tain roads at high altitude which had 
to be negotiated virtually non-stop in 
only 11 hours – an average speed of 
over 50mph!
 Triumph (then part of British 
Leyland) entered four 2.5PI saloons, 
and the car driven by Brian Culcheth 
and Johnstone Syer finished in 
second place, with the Paddy Hop-
kirk/Tony Nash/Neville Johnson car 
fourth. Sadly this marvellous achieve-
ment wasn’t suffi cient to prevent BL 
axing any further factory backing for 
Triumph cars in competition. 
 Publishing to coincided with 
the 40th anniversary of the event, this 
book contains just about every detail 
imaginable about the 1970 World 
Cup Rally plus a huge selection of 
photos and prolifi c author Graham 
Robson (who was a travelling control-
ler on the event) has written a marvel-
lous account of the many trials and 

CON “TR” IBUTIONS FROM ACROSS THE POND
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CON “TR” IBUTIONS FROM ACROSS THE POND

ISOA TECHNICAL EXSPURTS

TR3 Bill “Whizmo” Pyle
 630/773-4806

TR4        Pat “PowerBuldge” Lobdell
 219/942-1263

TR4A/ Steve “Drippy” Yott
250 262/997-0701

TR6  Jeff “Stalker” Rust
(Early) 815/874-5623

TR6 Irv “Elwood” Korey
(Late) 847/831 2809

TR7 Phil “Factor” Fox 
 630/662-7721

TR8 Tim “Tool Man” Buja
 815/332-3119

Spitfi re -       Joe “Stagmeister”Pawlak
[Early] 847/683-9683

Spitfi re - Bill “Mr. Bill” Jensen
[Late] 815/729-9731

GT6 Dave “Snake” Shedor
 847 566 0478. 

Stag         Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak  
847/683-9683

Machinist   Bob “Opera Man” Crowley 
 630/355-2170

Electrical,    Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak
Paint, Body, 847/683-9683

tribulations suffered by all those who 
were involved. A wonderful record of 
a fantastic motorsport event.

Pre-1940 Triumph Motor Cars from 
Family Photograph Albums - Volume 2

by Graham Shipman
(Hardbound, 120 pages, over 200 
illustrations in mono. £20.00 plus 
post and packing. ISBN 978-0-

9550422-2-5)

Five years ago Graham Shipman 
published his fi rst collection of 

old Triumph car photos, most of 
which would have probably remained 
hidden away in boxes or drawers if he 
hadn’t searched them out. However, 
I have to admit a slight personal bias 
for this book because I was delighted 
when he asked me to write the Fore-
word for it.
 His second volume follows 
the same theme and successful 
format as the fi rst, featuring over 114 
Triumph motor cars made between 
1923 and 1940. But what makes his 
books unique are the personal mem-
ories which describe periods when 
these cars were used as everyday 
transport. Illustrated by family photos 
showing the changing fashions and 
lifestyles of the owners from the 
1920s to 1970s, each story takes up 
a single page which also includes 
a technical specifi cation, historical 
information and details about the 
current situation of the featured car.
 This is a superbly produced 
book of excellent quality and, consid-
ering the fact that all the photos were 
taken by amateurs many years ago 
(and sometimes not on very good 
cameras), reproduction is fi rst rate. 
 Very much for the dedi-
cated pre-war Triumph enthusiast, 
Graham’s book may not appeal to 
everyone but it does put these styl-
ish cars in a context which is usually 
overlooked or ignored. He is already 
gathering material for a third volume 
and would be delighted to hear from 

anybody who might have some suit-
able photographs. 
 Copies are obtainable from: 
Graham Shipman, Brick Kiln Farm, 
Shropham, Norfolk NR17 1ED, United 
Kingdom. E-mail: gsbkf@btinternet.
com 

SARK-ASTIC?

I don’t know how familiar ISOA mem-
bers might be with UK geography, 

but situated in the English Channel 
close to France is a group of small 
islands called, unsurprisingly, the 
Channel Islands. For Triumph enthu-
siasts, probably the most famous of 
these islands is Jersey, the home of 
fi ctional TV detective Jim Bergerac 
and his Triumph Roadster. The other 
large island is Guernsey, but there are 
several much smaller islands, includ-
ing the tiny outcrop of Sark, each with 
its own peculiar local laws. 
 The following news item 
appeared in 29th September 1925 
issue of The Motor magazine:

'No motorcars are allowed in 
the Island of Sark. The new medical 
offi cer recently shipped his car from 
England and his daughter drove it 
from the harbour up to the house, a 
journey which occupied four and a 
half minutes. She was fi ned £2, with 
a threat of confi scation if the crime 
was repeated.’

 It is interesting to speculate 
how long the car remained impris-
oned by the self-governing island 
dependency and to wonder what was 
its ultimate fate? Could it still be stuck 
there? 

Copyright © 2010 
Tony Beadle 

All Rights Reserved
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CONTROLLED CRUISING IN A TR!
TEXT AND PHOTOS BY 
STEVE YOTT -NAPM*

AS MANY CLUB MEMBERS KNOW, I 
had my right knee replaced 
last February. For the most 

part, I have pretty well recovered from 
the procedure and am fi nally back 
to normal, [whatever that means]. 
One lingering issue that I just can’t 
seem to shake is that while driving, 
my right knee cramps after about 30 
minutes, and the only way to allevi-
ate the pain is to take my foot off the 
accelerator for a minute or so. While 
this is a relatively straightforward task 
in my daily driver by using the cruise 
control, trying to drive my TR4 with 
my left foot is somewhat problematic. 
I began to search for cruise control 
options for the TR and found the only 
option [besides a stick under the 
gas pedal] was an electronic system 
made by the Rostra company located 
somewhere in the south. Their prod-
ucts are sold by several vendors, 
including Summit Racing, which I 
have always found to provide excel-
lent service as well as fair pricing. 
Rostra manufactures cruise control 
systems for nearly every make and 
model of current cars, and they make 
a universal system for everything not 
listed on their Web site. [http://www.
rostra.com/cruise-control.htm] In 
addition, they also sell many different 
accessories and switch systems. 
 I finally made up my mind 
and went ahead and ordered the 
universal electronic cruise control 
system that consists of a fl at panel 
mount operating switch and a drive 
shaft speed pickup sensor kit. I had 
read the online instructions numerous 
times and looked at all the photos 
provided by the vendor, etc. When 
the unit arrived a few days later and 
I opened the package, I was abso-
lutely stunned. The servo unit was 
HUGE!!! It appeared much smaller in 
the photos, and my master plan was 
to install this part under the dash in 

the passenger side foot well. I then 
considered a different plan –drugs-, 
but my doctor would not refi ll the 
pain meds again. So I had no option 
but to fi gure out where to locate the 
unit. Like most of us, I really hate to 
drill any holes or attach unnecessary 
items in the car, and mounting the 
various components took consider-
able planning, not to mention a bit of 
nerve. 

 Photo  #1[above] shows the 
complete Rostra Electronic cruise 
control servo unit and the associated 
wiring and control cable. It is, as I 
stated, a fairly large unit, but I found 
that it would tuck in nicely behind the 
voltage regulator (fake) on my car. I 
decided that this location provided 
the best solution for access to the 
unit. I could easily access the unit to 
make the mechanical connections 
to the throttle system as well as any 
adjustments to “dial in the system.” 
Plus, the location concealed the 
wiring [there are about 15 wires to 
connect with this system because it 
has numerous safety features built 
into it to prevent any unwanted accel-
eration] giving the unit a “stealth” 
factor.

 Photo #2 [above] shows the 
completed servo installation. I must 

confess that I was shaking as I drilled 
two ¼” mounting holes into the shelf 
of the foot well! The wiring harness 
provided by the manufacturer would 
have worked fine, but I wanted a 
cleaner installation, so I took the 
harness apart and modifi ed it to work 
with the TR wiring. The cable in the 

photo connects to the throttle system 
beneath the carburetors. In photo #3 
[above] the mock up modifi cation I 
fabricated to the existing carb link-
age assembly is visible.  I took one 
of the Rostra metal brackets to retain 
the control cable and welded it to the 
carb linkage bracket. This provided a 
rigid and accessible mounting point 
for the control cable.
 I ended up shortening the 
control cable for a neater installation 
and worked out the adjustment so 
that the cable had about a ¼” of slack 
in the off mode.  Rostra includes an 
assortment of hardware to complete 
the throttle connection in the kit, but 
I am happy with the simpler choice 
that I decided to use. 

 Photo #4 [above] illustrates 
the drive shaft speed sensor system. 
This provides an electrical pulse for 
the servo unit to monitor while the 
drive shaft rotates so that the servo 

TECH BRAAAPP
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can determine a speed. I attached a can determine a speed. I attached a can determine a speed. I attached a 
small magnet to the drive shaft and 
mounted a pickup coil in line with this 
magnet on the driveshaft tunnel using 
3M emblem mounting tape. 

 Photo #5 [above] shows the 
control switch mounted to the dash-
board to the left of the tachometer. I 
chose this location because I thought 
it was unobtrusive and easily acces-
sible, and I can effortlessly engage it. 
There are 8 wires going to this little 
control switch! I ended up drilling (oh 
my – not another hole!) in the dash-
board for the wires, but I was able to 
position the opening where the metal 
dash behind the wood already has a 
vestigial space from the earlier TR4 
dash light control. 
 After fi nishing up the switch/
servo unit wiring, it was time for a 
system test. The instruction manual is 
clearly the weakest point of this whole 
system. I think it was written by an 
engineer for an engineer! I performed 
the system tests recommended in 
the manual, and they all checked 
out. As I stated earlier, safety was 
defi nitely built into this system, and 
most of the tests covered the auto-
matic disengagement process of the 
servo unit. There are three ways to 
disengage cruise control; you can 
turn the unit off via the control switch, 
you can touch the brake pedal, or 
you can push in the clutch pedal! 
Yes, the clutch!!! The servo unit has 
a wire that can be connected to a 
tachometer “signal.”  My car has an 
MSD electronic ignition system with a 
connection for an electric tach. I con-
nected this wire to the MSD unit so 

that if I push in the clutch pedal while that if I push in the clutch pedal while 
driving with the cruise control on, it 
will detect the quick rise in engine 
RPM and automatically disengage 
the cruise control… very clever!
 My fi rst road test was not fun. 
When I engaged the cruise, it over-
reacted. It seemed like the throttle 
was either all on or off. Now I know 
what it’s like to like ride a bull! I went 
through the manual again and found 
there are a number of switches in 
the servo unit to control and modify 
the sensitivity of the unit. I ended up 
taking the sensitivity adjustment to 
its lowest number. This seemed to 
help considerably. I also read on-line 
that keeping the slack in the control 
cable to a minimum also helps, so I 
tightened the cable up a bit. Going 
downhill is still a tad on the jerky 
side, but I can live with that since the 
rest of the operation is very good. It 
will hold speed within 1 mph on level 
roads, and the process of disengag-
ing seems to work extremely well.
 The most perturbing item I 
found is that the dash mounted control 
switch has a small LED in the upper 
right corner that indicates “engage-
ment.” The wire from the switch that 
controls this LED requires 12 volts to 
turn on. That makes sense, but the 
“engagement” wire coming from the 
servo unit goes to GROUND when 
it engages. Well, that’s not going to 
work! On the Rostra Web site, they 
suggest using an automotive relay to 
make the connection and using the 
ground provided by the servo unit to 
energize the coil of the relay to turn 
on the LED. I am an old electronic 
hack, and I refuse to switch on an 
LED that draws 10 milliamps of cur-
rent with a relay designed to switch 
30 amps! You might as well use a 20lb 
sledge hammer to put a thumbtack in 
a bulletin board….. Not me; no way!! 
So, I tried to wire a switching tran-
sistor using information that I have 
apparently long forgotten. After three 
variations of my attempted circuit and 
actually watching the smoke escape 

from one of the transistors, I decided from one of the transistors, I decided 
to call in the Gov’nur! I sent an e-mail 
to Chuck Montague confessing my 
limited design capabilities and my 
need of a switching circuit. The mes-
sage brought swift, not to mention 
excellent, results. Two days later an 
envelope arrived at my doorstep via 
an ugly brown truck. Inside the enve-
lope was a small circuit board with a 
wired transistor, IC and a couple of 
resistors. It also had 4 wires coming 
from it that were all nicely labeled. 
Also included was a wiring diagram 
of the circuit that Chuck designed.  It 
was obviously superior to my attempt 
because Chuck’s worked! In three 
minutes, I wired up this little board 
and went on a road test. I now have 
a perfectly functioning engagement 
LED. I could not have done this 
without Chuck’s help, and I am very 
grateful for his assistance.
 I have used the cruise control 
on several short outings, and it does 
help a lot to be able to straighten my 
leg and relieve the cramping. All in all, 
I would rate this project a success, 
and I am looking forward to the VTR 
trip to Jekyll Island this fall! I give the 
Rostra system an 8 out of a 10 for its 
design and functionality. However, I 
would give the manual they provide a 
1! The manual is provided on-line at 
the Rostra Web site. Just for grins, [or 
if you’re really bored], give it a quick 
read and hold your breath!

Steve
*Not a Professional Mechanic [any 
more]

TECH BRAAAPP
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rant. Upon our arrival, we discovered 
that this was a dueling piano bar, and 
the singers along with their pianos 
were seriously amplified. Since we 
all seemed to have impaired hearing, 
and we hoped to carry on normal con-
versations, we opted to leave and fi nd 
some place else to dine. We settled 
on a western themed bar and grill 
complete with mechanical bull. Alas, 
no one wanted to ride the bull, but the 
place was quieter, the food and drinks 
were good, and the group was happy. 
After some more talk and nightcaps 
back at the main hotel, we adjourned 
for the evening. In the case of Frank 
and myself, this involved driving to our 
motel, which was in a seedy side of 
town.
 The next morning when I 
awoke, I peered out my window and 
was relieved to see that my TR6 and 
Frank’s TR7 were still in the parking 
lot, complete and not on blocks! We left 
our hotel and met the gang for break-
fast then left for the 20-mile trip to the 
Gilmore Car Museum for the show.
 The show grounds are some 
of the nicest I have been to. There was 
plenty of shade, and the cars were all 
parked on grass, not blacktop.  Around 
400 various makes and models of Brit-
ish cars were represented with MGBs 
the most prevalent. They did have sev-
eral makes such as Singer and Riley 
that are not very common at the BCU. 
Also, John Twist of University Motors 
was there offering free help and tune 
ups for those in need of his service and 
technical expertise. He was 

kept busy by a long line of people who kept busy by a long line of people who 
had ill running 
cars. The hosts 
brought together 
an impressive 
number of parts 
vendors,  plus 
there were pur-
veyors of tasty 
food and frosty 
custard, so we did 
not go hungry.
 T h e  G i l m-
ore Museum is 
a “must see” for 
anyone who likes 
old cars. It prob-
ably has the larg-
est collection of 

Franklin automobiles anywhere, as 
well as a Tucker, a Chrysler Turbine car 
(complete), and a ’38 Mercedes which 
has had a purported 3 million dollars 
spent on its acquisition and restoration. 
The museum consists of 9 barns that 
contain a collection of many restored 
cars from the very earliest through the 
70’s, but it is mostly focused on the 
20’s and 30’s. The museum also has a 
small test track so the cars in the col-
lection may be driven, and most of the 
cars are operative. This track was also 
the venue for an auto cross that Doug 
competed in. The weather had been 
fairly good all weekend but began to 
look threatening in the late afternoon. 
Just before all of the show winners were 
to be announced, the clouds burst forth 
with an intense deluge that sent one 
and all scrambling for the nearest barn 
in an attempt to stay dry. This was futile 
for some of the show participants as 
their cars lacked any kind of tops and 
some resorted to tarpaulins. 
 With the threat of bad weather 
looming, we decided to leave during a 
lull in the storm and headed back to the 
interstate. 
 The drive home was unevent-
ful, but we did encounter some more 
scattered showers along the way. None 
of our group won any awards, but that is 
not what we came for. The camarade-
rie, the drive, and the museum grounds 
were enough to make me want to go 
back again next year.

Roman
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TRF SUMMER PARTY

TEXT & GRAPHICS BY MARK MOORE

A FEW WEEKS BACK, I CAME TO THEA FEW WEEKS BACK, I CAME TO THEA conclusion that it was time for A conclusion that it was time for A the yellow beast to take its fi rst A the yellow beast to take its fi rst A 
major road trip following its frame 
off restoration. Granted, it’s already 
made several runs in the 100-mile 
plus range, but I felt it really needed 
a 1000-mile round trip to break it 
in correctly. The Roadster Factory 
Summer Party in Indiana, Pennsylva-
nia, sounded like just the ticket. I had 
been talking to Jeff Slaton, ISOA’s 
Kentucky representative, and we 
decided that it would be fun to camp 
at the event, so  we made plans to 
meet at TRF.
 I set out early on Thursday 
morning. The drive out could not 
have gone more smoothly. The car 
performed faultlessly thanks to Steve 
Yott’s tuning, and I managed to shave 
over an hour off the Google maps 
estimated time. I met with Jeff, and 
we set up camp. That evening there 
was a welcome bonfi re party with 
music and fun for all.
 Friday morning we awoke to 
a thick fog, which soon burned off 
and left us with a perfect day.  The 
Roadster Factory is located in the 
mountains of western Pennsylvania. 
The twisty mountain roads are a pure 
sports car paradise. The day had a 
full schedule of events that included 
a chance to “run what you brung” at 
the local drag strip. I opted to employ 
a bit of self- restraint and did not 
tempt breaking my car 500 miles from 
home.
 Friday night there was a large 
sit down dinner back at TRF. This 

brought out all of the 
registered attendees 
and made for quite a 
car show. The dinner 
was followed up with 
live music from a two-
man acoustic band 
that featured many 
Dylan, Neil Young, 

Byrds, and Jethro Tull type covers. 
The bonfi re burned late, and the tales 
of Triumph exploits went on long into 
the night.

 Saturday morning brought 
another perfect day. I decided to 
take the car to a “do-it- yourself” car 
wash to get it ready for the big show 
that night. That’s when things started 
to go a little sour. After washing the 
engine bay, the car chugged a little 
on the trip back to TRF. I checked the 
wires and dried out the cap, but the 
car still did not run right. There was 
a poker run through the mountain 
roads, and I decided the car could dry 
out on the run. After a short distance, 
the car just ran worse.

 I returned to TRF and tried to 
solve the problem. After some head 
scratching and parts replacing, we 
determined that the culprit was a 
crack in the distributor cap. I discov-
ered this just after the parts counter 
at the roadster factory had closed. 
Most of the attendees had already 
left for the show, but a one of those 
who remained lent me a used cap, 

which made my car run much better. 
Unfortunately, this cap also had a 
small crack.
  I made my way to the show 
late, and left my car out of the show. 
The show was well attended with 
over 200 entries. The cars lined the 
main street of Indiana, and the entire 
fi eld of cars was impressing. There 
was a great showing of wedge cars, 
mostly TR8’s that came for the drag 
racing. The best of show was a ‘59 
Morgan that had just completed a 
stunning restoration.
 If I still planned on leaving 
early the next morning, I needed to 
fi nd another distributor cap. After a 
few near misses on fi nding someone 
with a spare, John Swauger of The 
Roadster Factory came to my rescue. 
John said he had a spare in stock at 
his home which was only fi ve minutes 
away. I followed him back to his place 
and replaced the cap in his driveway. 
The car ran great all the way back to 
camp.
 The next morning we broke 
camp early. Jeff had a long ride 
back to Murray, Kentucky. He is a 
teacher and school for him started 
the next day. Just as we got every-
thing packed up, a light rain started. 
I headed for home driving though 
the soft rain. The skies cleared after 
about an hour, and the temperatures 
started to climb. The traffi c heading 
back through Chicago made the 
return trip slower. All things consid-
ered, the new version of the old TR6 
preformed great on the trip, and I had 
a great time. Plus, I learned to pack 
one more part on road trips.

GuzzlerGuzzler

RECENT EVENTS OF IN “TR” EST
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CAN WE GET A COUPLE OF PINTS?CAN WE GET A COUPLE OF PINTS?
TEXT & GRAPHICS BY 
KATHY & JOE PAWLAK

DURING THE WINTER, I STARTED THINK-
ing that it had been a while since 
Kathy and I have seen any of 

our favorite bands. Sure, Spinal Tappets 
satisfi es some live performance needs, 
but they have an erratic schedule, a fi ckle 
manager, and their creative arguments 
are legendary in the music industry. But 
there it was, the announcement of the 
decade - I could not believe what I was 
reading. The masters of progressive 
rock, the genre that arguably this group 
created and elevated to a level that 
may never be duplicated, was reuniting. 
Welcome back my friends to the show 
that never ends - Emerson, Lake, and  - Emerson, Lake, and  -
Palmer were getting together again for a 
one-time only concert at the High Voltage 
Festival in London’s Victoria Park. Yes,  
London, as in England, for the geographi-
cally challenged.
 For some, there may be limited 
understanding and reasoning as to why 
anyone would go through the effort and 
expense. For others, it is seen as a 
chance of a lifetime and an experience 
that will be forever cherished. Years 
ago we were young, stupid, and had no 
money. Now we are old, stupid and have 
money, which can be a real dangerous 
combination. So with my excitement con-
tained, I calmly called Kathy and asked if 
she wanted to go to a concert. She asked 
me who was playing? I responded, “ELP, 
but, we will need to fl y there.”
 “Where?” she asked. “Califor-
nia? East coast?”
 “Neither,” I said. “London!”
 W i t h o u t  h e s i t a t i o n  s h e 
responded, “Let’s go!” After 31 years 
our love is still synced! 
 We now had the basic excuse 
for a trip, but we needed to work out the 
logistics, schedules and, of course, how logistics, schedules and, of course, how 

best to spend time with some people best to spend time with some people 
who mean a lot to us. The itinerary was 
simple: during the fi rst week, we would 
goof around in London and then see 
the concert of a lifetime. On the second 
week, we would visit John and Liz 
Macartney to catch up and talk about 
the TTA project. The true highlight of our 
trip was spending the 
week with John and 
Liz.
  WE E K ON E

- London was a whirl-
wind of sightseeing. 
The weather was 
perfect - 72°-75° all 
week with no rain. 
There is so much 
history that we could 
not begin to see 
everything in seven 
days. Since this was 
Kathy’s fi rst time to 
London, we focused 
on the major sites, 
such as the Tower 
of London, Westminster Abbey, Parlia-
ment, British Museum, Imperial War 
Museum (OK, that was for me) and 
other spots. In London the tube IS the 
mode of transportation. Most of the 
attractions are within a few blocks of a 
subway station. In searching for a place 
to crash at night, the pickings in London 
are very expensive, and unless you are 
prepared to pay $260 or more a night, the 
accommodations were less than stellar. 
A friend and fellow Stag/Quarterhorse 
owner in Florida suggested a wonderful 
place called the Highbury Centre. Not 
exactly a hotel, but it had clean rooms 
with either a shared bath or a suite with 
its own bath. This place was situated in 
a quiet residential neighborhood in North 

London at £80 a night for the suite, it London at £80 a night for the suite, it London at £80 a night for the suite, it 
was a real bargain! Priority reservations 
are for traveling missionaries. We sort 
of qualifi ed, being on a mission from the 
progressive rock gods and spreading the 
gospel of Triumph and ISOA. Seriously, 
they are open to non-missionaries when 
rooms are  available.

CONCERT DAY - The annual High 
Voltage Festival is a 2-day rock concert 
with three main stages: Classic, Pro-
gressive, and Metal. Other than former 
members of Black Sabbath, we were 
unfamiliar with the groups playing at the 
metal stage, and we did not see any 
performances. The progressive stage 
had some great bands, but I’m not 
sure I would label them “progressive.” 
We checked out some of the sessions. 
Among the groups were Argent, Uriah 
Heep, Wishbone Ash, Asia, and Dweezil 
Zappa. Most of our time was spent at 
the main stage that had the classic rock 
bands. ZZ Top, Foreigner, Bachman-
Turner, Ian Hunter (Mott the Hoople), Joe 
Bonamassa, UFO and, of course, ELP.
 Kathy and I were center stage all 
day. We moved forward after each ses-
sion. Most bands played 60 to 75 minutes 
with a 30 minute setup in between. ELP 
was the exception, running just under 
2 hours. By 8:30 PM when ELP came 
on stage, Kathy and I were in the 2nd 
row center stage, about 20 feet away 
from Keith, Greg and Carl. Behind us 
were 80,000 plus people. It is diffi cult to 
put into words the next couple of hours, 
since it was a truly amazing performance. 
The sound was spot on, and the boys 
performed their most memorable com-
positions. (Go to youtube and search 

JOE & KATHY’S EXCELLENT ADVENTURE
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for “ELP High Voltage,” to check out the 
footage.) We were so close that I could  
freeze frame the crowd shots and pick 
us out. Keith Emerson had his complete 
array of keyboards, including the clas-
sic 12 foot tall Moog synthesizer. As 
the roadies rolled it on stage during the 
setup, the crowd went wild! The second 
ovation came when Palmer’s “gongs” 
were rolled out. Emerson also brought 
out his classic Hammond organ on which 
he played some very spirited segments 
(some upside down!) culminating with 
the insertion of two knives into the keys 
and a fi nal fl ip over of the instrument. 
Only ELP fans would appreciate this. 
Carl Palmer’s drum solo during “Fare-
well to the Common Man” was a sight 
and sound to behold. Greg Lake’s voice 
was as strong as ever, even though he is 
now a bit portly compared to his younger 
days. I know that there are a lot of ELP 
fans in ISOA. Within the next couple of 
months, a DVD will be released of the 
concert, so we may have an ELP reunion 
at the house. I’ll pipe the audio into the 
NAD 375 integrated amp, and we’ll get 
our 6’ Magneplanors and the pair of Titan 
subwoofers pumping out Tarkus, Karn 
Evil 9, 2nd Impression, and other greats. 
(Tie-dye shirts are optional.)

WEEK TWO. Kathy had a  list of 
mandatory places to see, and whatever 
we could not do in London, we would 
do under the care and guidance of our 
good friends John & Liz. We scheduled 

Monday to take the Great Western 
Railway to Evesham, a 2-hour ride. The 
morning did not turn out to be the calm 
ride we were hoping for. There was an 
issue with the tube, and we could not 
get to the overland train station. Luckily, 
we hailed a cab, and rushed crosstown 
to Paddington Station. I was a nervous 
wreck as the train departure was 9:21, 
and we arrived at 9:10 and still had to 
get tickets! We were a sweaty mess 
trying to get to the train, but we made it 
by 2 minutes! We had to make this train 
because we were the guests of honor 
with John at a luncheon to talk about the 
TTA project. We made it, but it was the 
worst part of the holiday.
 Accommodations in Evesham 
were at Chez Macartney, and there was 
absolutely NO negotiation in anything 
other than that location. After the lun-
cheon in Stratford-on-Avon, we saw the 
birthplace of Shakespeare that conjured 
up awful memories of Shakespearian 

groupie teachers in high school making 
us read that stuff. We made it back 
in time for afternoon tea and biscuits. 
Dinner was next, then we retired to the 
garden for a few pints and a couple of 
glasses of incredible single malt scotch. 
Kathy and I are not scotch drinkers, and 
it is said that it is an acquired taste. All I 
can say is if the scotch is the good stuff, 
you don’t have to acquire a taste, since 
it was most excellent.
 The next day we visited Eve-
sham Light Rail, where John has a part-

time job as a conductor. I got a thrill by 
being allowed to ride in the engineer’s 
cab during one of the excursions. After 
that, Kathy and I split up. John and I went 
to Gaydon and Coventry, and Kathy & 
Liz went to do some shopping and vis-
ited a lavender farm. At Gaydon, I saw 
some very nice cars and got to do some 
research on the LD2 Stag. I also got a 
Heritage Certifi cate. We then drove to 
Coventry where I had my picture taken 
at the Triumph Memorial as well as at a 

location called Gate 3. This is the gate 
that ALL our Triumphs went through after 
assembly. The rest of the week we had a 
great time visiting Warwick castle, a 15th 
century Abbey, Wales, and some “out of 
the way” places. The week fl ew by, and 
it was one of the most relaxing we have 
had in a quite some time. John and Liz 
are very special folks, and we are glad 
to be their friends. It was a tearful “until 
next time” at the airport when we left on 
Saturday.
 With the exception of one res-
taurant in London, Kathy and I managed 
to eat in pubs the entire trip. Restaurant 
food sucks, but the pub food was awe-
some. We never had the same thing 
twice. Of course, every order started 
with, “Can we get a couple of pints?”

Stagmeister & 
SchnappsSchnapps

JOE & KATHY’S EXCELLENT ADVENTURE
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5th Annual Cantigny Car Show 9-3 
Sunday Sept 19th.

Meet at Jay Holekamp’s -133 Denada Dr, 
Wheaton]- at 8:00 AM September 24-26September 24-26

Friday, Sept. 24, 6-9 PM

Featuring Internationally Acclaimed 
SPINAL TAPPETS 

The World’s most famous [and only]
Triumph Parody Band

VIP Party for ISOAers immediately after at 
Stumpy Joe’s until ????

341 Ambleside Drive, Roselle
RSVP Dave 630/529-9387
djkayson@sbcglobal.net

Friday, Sept. 24, 6-9 PMFriday, Sept. 24, 6-9 PM

UPCOMING EVENTS OF IN “TR” EST
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September 9-12,
Oxford, Ohio

T h e  S a l i s b u r y T h e  S a l i s b u r y 
Concours d’Elegance 

An annual celebra-
tion of the fi ne art and 
design of the automo-
bile - Sept. 12! three 
miles west of down-
town Des Moines, IA. 
w w w . s a l i s b u r y -
c o n c o u r s . c o m , 

British cars are fea-
t u r e d  t h i s  y e a rt u r e d  t h i s  y e a r

October 19-23, 2010

UPCOMING EVENTS OF IN “TR” EST
 

3 

 

    I talked to Karl Schmidt this morning.  He was suggesting a 
late afternoon, early evening drive through some of the beautiful 
rolling hills of Jefferson County.  By the time you read this in the 
newsletter this event will be past.  He will communicate the time 
and details on the SLTOA email list.  I know some might be dis-
appointed that they missed hearing about the drive, but some 
drives have to be done on short notice so that a day with decent 
weather can be selected.  

   So if you have an email address, are not on the email mailing 
list, and would like to be on the list, here is how it works.  Go on 
line to www.sltoa.org.  Over on the left is a link to the Mailing 
List.  Click on that link and a new window opens to subscribe to 
the SLTOA Triumphs mailing list.  Put in your email address and 
click "subscribe".  It is just that easy!  After you have subscribed 
you will get any email that other subscriber sends to tri-
umphs@sltoa.org.  If you want to communicate with the group, 
all you have to do is send an email to triumphs@sltoa.org and 
that email will be forwarded to all members who have sub-
scribed to the list.  If you receive an email that is forwarded to 
you from someone on the list, you can click reply and carry on 
the conversation in as much detail as you wish.  This is a good 
way to ask for help on your Triumph.  Or to find parts.  Or as in 
the case that inspired this note, to plan a last-minute club event. 

    At our picnic meeting last month, member turnout was lighter 
than average.  I know one person who missed it because he 
forgot what day the meeting was on.  If I would have sent out an 
email reminder a day or two ahead of the meeting, he would 
have remembered and would have been there.  So this month I 
will send out an additional reminder either Sunday or Monday 
night ahead of the meeting.  If anyone can think of other things 
we can do to encourage club participation, please let me know.  

   Hope to see a good turnout at John Lamberg's this month!  

      - Creig 

Behind the Steering Wheel (Continued from page 1) Join Us! 
SLTOA Covered Bridges  

Tour of Indiana 
24-26 September 2010 

   In Rockville, Parke County, Indiana, the “Covered Bridge 
Capital of the World,” about 35N of Terre Haute on US 41. 

   Hosted by SLTOA, members and cars of the MG Club of 
St Louis, Gateway Healey and other regional LBC clubs are 
cordially invited.  You can drive your LBC, trailer your LBC to 
Rockville and drive from the meeting point or for that matter, 
drive any car you want.  

   The favored resting place is Granny’s Farm Bed & Break-
fast.  They’ll block out rooms for our group and each room 
comes with a loo.  Each day will bring a tour on one of the 
region’s covered bridge loops, approximately 35-miles-long 
each with a total of 31 bridges available for driving, walking 
or photographing.  

   Other lodging is available in the vicinity.  To sign up and 
get more information, please contact Karl Schmitt at (636)
797-4203 or at targetguy39@hotmail.com.   

 
www.coveredbridges.com  

Coming in Your October 
SNIC BRAAAPP

•CONTRIBUTIONS FROM ACROSS THE POND
 •Rumpus on “Crushed TR4s”
  •BCU
   •WHITE TRASH NITE
    •ORPHAN AUTO SHOW & CLUB PICNIC
     •SIX PACK TRIALS - MAYBE
      •VINTAGE RACING AT TOPEKA

LOTS MORE STUFF
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Dear Mr. Editor,
 It may well be that I’ll 
be fi nding myself “between 
engagements” in the near 
future, and I was wondering 
if you might have a position 

available in your SNIC BRAAAPP Travel Sec-
tion. I have a great deal of travel experi-
ence, and while I may not know the back 
roads of Northern Illinois as well as your 
Mr. Wires, I’m sure my familiarity would 
enable me to pick up on touring in your 
area.
 I admit that I sometimes have a 
bit of a temper, but I have studied anger 
management at the same facility that 
has worked wonders with that Zambrano 
fellow who wrote in last month. I’m sure I’ll 
fi t in quite nicely with Mr. Guzzler, since I 

enjoy a brewski now 
and again, especially 
if I’m feeling a little 
stressed.
SS

Dear Mr. Slater,
 While we would 
not argue that your 

experience tending to the needs of your 
passengers has [mostly] been quite posi-
tive, we can’t help but wonder if you’d be 
able to handle the pressure of an ISOA 
caravan trip. There have been instances 
when even the calmest Coventry irregu-
lars have been know to fl ing oil coolers 
into farm fi elds when things didn’t exactly 
progress as planned. It takes a very 
strong-willed individual to handle the 
strain of an ISOA caravan, and we think 
you’d be better off sticking with what you 
do best, i.e. buckling and unbuckling seat 
belts and pointing out emergency exit 
locations.
ED

Dear Editor,
 You and I have a lot in common, 
since both of us keep our followers 
informed of malfeasance wherever we 
fi nd it. I post my “scoops” on my blog while 
you publish them 
on the pages of 
your award-winning 
newsletter. Perhaps 
we should collabo-
rate and join forces? 
What do you think?
Andy

Dear Mr. Breitbart,
 While we have often been 
accused of playing fast and loose with 
ethics, as witnessed by the opinion that 
sometimes the Boomer and Peter M.. 
Roberts votes are not always tabulated 
with 100% accuracy [you must admit, we 
may not  be completely precise, but are 
fast!], we think that is as far as we can go  
in comparing ourselves with you.
 At no time have we ever taken an 
article submitted by any of our contributors 
and omitted certain passages so that we 
could manipulate the message in order to 
infl ame our reader. We generally espouse 
a “live and let live” approach to journal-
ism, but in your case, we think that any 
similarity between what you do and actual 
reporting is purely accidental. After what 
you did to Ms. Sherod, to paraphrase our 
predecessor, SNIC BRAAAPP editor emeritus 
Irv Korey, “I’d rather eat worms” than be 
associated with a neo Nazi scum bag 
who posts bits and pieces of a public 
address to twist the meaning 180° from 
the speaker’s intent.

ED

LETTERS TO THE EDITURD

CLARIFICATIONS & CORRECTIONSCLARIFICATIONS & CORRECTIONSCLARIFICATIONS & CORRECTIONS

In our August issue of SNIC BRAAAPP we 
included an excellent article by ISOA 
member Mel Merzon which examined 
the history of Standard/Triumph. Several the history of Standard/Triumph. Several 
sharp eyed readers suggested a few minor sharp eyed readers suggested a few minor 
modifi cations which we are listing below.

• [2nd¶] Siegfried Bettmann lent money • [2nd¶] Siegfried Bettmann lent money 
to Reginald Maudslay in 1912 and in 
exchange received a title, but accord-
ing to Richard Langworth and Graham 
Robson in their definitive history of the 
marque, Triumph Cars, he did not he did not 
take an active role in the company.

•[4th¶] As managing director of Tri-
umph, John Black did sell compo-
nents to SS [later Jaguar], but Black nents to SS [later Jaguar], but Black 
was never aff i l iated with Jaguar.

• [ 1 0 t h ¶ ]  T h e  W e t l i n e r  e n g i n e 
that appeared in the TR2 was first that appeared in the TR2 was first 
built for use in the 1948 Vanguard, 
which displaced 1991 CC, not 1670.

•[11th¶] In North America, Standards 
were rebadged as Triumphs, but the 
Herald was always a Triumph product.

•[13th¶] British Leyland became the 
Rover group by attrition, not acquisition.

And  here you thought you were the only And  here you thought you were the only 
person who actually reads this thing....person who actually reads this thing....
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AUGUST 2010
 MEETING NOTES

THE MONTHly 
installment 
of the ISOA 

monthly  meet-
ing was held on 
Augus t  1s t  a t 
Mack’s Golden 
Pheasant in Elm-
hurst, Illinois. Club 
pres ident  Bob 
Streepy called the 

meeting to order precisely at 7:00 PM 
(7:10 ISOA time). Since this is the height 
of the summer season, the attendance 
was a bit low with just 40 members in 
attendance. Bob started the meeting 
off with a call for any new members or 
guests to make their presence known. 
The fi rst to introduce himself was Roger 
Briggs of Arlington Heights, who owns a 
’60 TR3. Next were Tedeana and Adrian 
LaTrace of Barrington Hills, who own a 
’74 TR6. The last of three new members 
was Steve Hoss of Wheeling, who is the 
owner of a ’70 TR6.
 Bob then continued with the 
introduction of the members of the 
board in attendance. He then moved 
on to reviewing the board meeting that 
preceded the general membership 
meeting. That night’s board meeting 
was a bit heady, as we were faced with 
the dilemma of a $2,800.00 operating 
expenses shortfall. To make up this dif-
ference, it was decided that the dues 
for next year will be increased to $35. 
According to board member and club 
curmudgeon Irv Korey, this is the fi rst 
dues increase since 1974.
 Next, the fl oor was opened up 
to anyone who wished to share any 
project updates. Jack Billimack spoke of 
his unoffi cial clinic where he and several 

members installed a new top on his TR6.  
Jack Gleason then stood up to ask for 
assistance in determining the source of 
a clunk coming from the rear of his TR6. 
Al Christopher asked for advice on how 
best to make a rotisserie for the body tub 
of his TR2. Lars Sullivan offered nothing 
new on his TR3 restoration. Steve Yott 
successfully installed a cruise control 
system in his TR4A. [See the tech article 
on this accomplishment on pp 8-9.] Jim 
Doering stepped up to say that his TR6 
is starting to come back together after 
its recent “engineectomy.” Bob Streepy’s 
TR4 is still undergoing some body work 
before the application of paint to the 
bottom of the body shell. Murray Bruskin 
told the group that his new Sunbeam 
Alpine is back on the road. Lastly, Pete 
Ballard announced that he fi nally has a 
Triumph automobile since he is building 
a Spit 6. That is a Spitfi re body mounted 
upon a GT6 frame.
 The next segment of the eve-
ning was the recollection of past events. 
Joe Pawlak spoke of a recent trip to 
England where he and Kathy enjoyed 
a music festival. They also visited with 
John Macartney and enjoyed some 
Triumph related diversions.[ See article 
pp 12-13.] Next up, your company clerk 
[that would be me], spoke of a British 
cruise night that was sponsored by the 
Oak Park Chamber of Commerce. Jack 
Billimack and I attended this small and 
disappointing event. If they ever do this 
again, I hope they promote it better so 
that there are more than 9 cars. Murray 
Bruskin shared his impressions of the 
Micro Car Show in Racine, Wisconsin, 
where there were about 30 of the most 
diminutive cars ever made. Lastly, Jack 
Gleason told the gathering about the 
Michigan tour that was hosted by Terry 
Underhill and Mike Blonder.
 Following a short break, Jack 
Billimack carried out his duties as events 

chair by informing the meeting of the 
events scheduled for the rapidly dwin-
dling driving season. Next, it was time 
for the monthly raffl e. Roger Briggs drew 
the winning ticket which belonged to Rich 
Scholl.
 The last items on the schedule 
were the monthly club awards. There 
were several nominations for the Peter 
M. Roberts award that is given for acts of 
Triumphant selfl essness. First, Steve Yott 
nominated Chuck Montague for design-
ing and building an electronic circuit 
(and sending it to him via UPS) to get a 
function of his cruise control operational. 
Next, Pete Ballard nominated Doug 
Larson for assisting him in trailering his 
new GT6 home. Jack Billimack then 
nominated Doug Larson a second time, 
for giving him a good radiator for his TR6. 
The award with the all-important drink 
token was given to Chuck.
 Lastly, it was time for the Boomer 
award. As of late, there have not been 
very many good Boomer stories, and this 
month was no exception. Rich Scholl, 
after some prodding, confessed that he 
went to the Boy’s Night Out gathering 
on the wrong day. He showed up to the 
correct location, but a day late. Since his 
was the only nomination, Rich received 
the Boomer. 
 With no new business, Bob 
closed the meeting at precisely 9:00 PM. 
I would like to thank Jay 
Holekamp for perform-
ing the clerking duties 
for July. We look forward 
to seeing more of you at 
the September meeting. 
Until then, have fun driv-
ing your TRIUMPH.

Roamin’

MEETING STUFF

T
monthly meet-
ing was held on 
Augus t  1s t  a t 
Mack’s Golden 
Pheasant in Elm-
hurst, Illinois. Club 
pres ident  Bob 
Streepy called the 

meeting to order precisely at 7:00 PM 

Important Announcement: At the August ISOA board meeting, the board voted unani-
mously to increase the annual ISOA dues from $25.00 to $35.00. This is the fi rst dues 
increase in over thrirty years. The increase is necessary to offset rising postage costs for increase in over thrirty years. The increase is necessary to offset rising postage costs for 
the newlsetter, web hosting fees, and the cost of the club directory. These three items alone 
cost the club over $29.00 per member last year. The club also subsidizes the cost of the Big 
Bash and provides the hosts of club sanctioned activities, [parties, clinics etc.] with money Bash and provides the hosts of club sanctioned activities, [parties, clinics etc.] with money 
to offset the cost of refreshments. The dues increase will be effective September 1st.to offset the cost of refreshments. The dues increase will be effective September 1st.
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CLASSIFIEDS & GENERAL INFORMATION

Classifi ed Ads: The Illinois Sports Owners Association newsletter will accept classifi ed advertisements from members who 
wish to buy or sell Triumph cars, parts or miscellaneous related material. We will run ads, at no charge, for club members for 
ninety days. We also accept ads from non-ISOA private individuals who have cars, parts or related items that we deem of 
possible interest to our membership on a case-by-case basis. We do NOT accept advertising from commercial enterprises 
– even if those businesses are owned or operated by club members. If a Triumph related business hosts an event which we 
feel might be of interest to our membership, we will inform our readership of this occurrence, but this newsletter, its editors, 
and the board of directors do not endorse, recommend, or otherwise support, implicitly or explicitly, any commercial entity 
doing business in the Triumph-related domain. To place an add, please e-mail Bob Streepy at: trstreep@sbcglobal.net or 
call 630/372-7565. The editor reserves the right to adjust the length of an ad to accommodate the space available.

Get a free birthday drink if you attend the general Get a free birthday drink if you attend the general 
meeting (birthday must be on fi le with membership-chair)meeting (birthday must be on fi le with membership-chair)

Ann Buja 9/01
Jenny Pawlak 9/04
Denise Ballard 9/09
Ruben Luna 9/09
Joe Felix 9/09
Stan Smith 9/13
Albie Powers 9/14
Mike Blonder 9/16
Kathy Swanson 9/17
Jim Billimack 9/18
Scott White 9/19
Sheri Pyle 9/19

Paul Johnson 9/20
Pete Eckstein 9/23
Steve Yott 9/23
Bill Pyle 9/23
Roman Hrynewycz 9/23
Nancy Grumbos 9/24
Bruce Barnett 9/25
Mike Marr 9/25
Paul Kurtzner 9/25
Rosemary Sedlak 9/28
Kathy Mitchell 9/30

•For Sale: NOS QH clutch kit for TR7 4-speed, $160.00. TR7 front/
rear sway bars, steering rack, rear glass, door glass, front glass , 
front and rear suspension parts, fuel tank interior parts, rebuildable 
motors, 4-speed transmissions, differential, wheels. Ernie Husmann. 
ehusmann53@yahoo.com [7/10] 

•For Sale: 1967 TR4A. Same owner since early ‘70s. Ambitious 
restoration project or for parts. Located in Warrenville. Best offer. 
Email BCejka1@sbcglobal.net. for photos and honest description. 
Ph. 630/248-4869 [7/10 Not an ISOA member]Not an ISOA member]Not an ISOA member

•For Sale: 1973 TR6.New paint job in 2007, new convertible top 
(have a hard top also), new seats, roll bar, new clutch master and 
slave cylinders, electronic ignition system, new carpet kit, new 
door panels, red line tires, electric fuel pump. Always garage kept 
- This is an Arizona car; body is in very good shape 630-254-8489, 
richaubert@gmail.com [7/10]

•For Sale: 1976 Spitfi reI Green with tan interior. Good driver.  Always 
maintained and garaged. Located in Bolingbrook  Best offer over 
$2500.00  cantercall@gmail.com [7/10 Not an ISOA member]Not an ISOA member]Not an ISOA member

•For Sale: 1980 TR7 5-speed to settle estate. 40,000 miles, Original 
paint, straight body. Spare headlight pods with motors, instrument 
panels with all gauges, alternator, fog lamps, new clutch m/c, and 
various sundry pieces. Asking $8500.For photos and additional 
info. click on http://www.tracltd.org/TR7/. Richard Landis ph. http://www.tracltd.org/TR7/. Richard Landis ph. http://www.tracltd.org/TR7/
410/9694248.[9/10 Not an ISOA member]Not an ISOA member]Not an ISOA member

•For Sale: 1980 Triumph Spitfi re. White body/black top.  19,778 miles. 
Original owner. Always garage kept. Price negotible within reason. 
630-837-4657 or 914-374-4715. E-Mail  1034russell@comcast.net. 
[9/10 Not an ISOA member]

ARE YOU WEARING YOUR ISOA ALLEGIANCE?

 In keeping with boosting our country’s economy and in honor of  In keeping with boosting our country’s economy and in honor of 
the “no sales tax” on back to school supplies, Mr. Bill (also known as Mr. 
Regalia), has declared a SPECIAL ONE MONTH ONLY SALE on ISOA 
windbreaker jackets. These stylish black jackets with red trim & embroidered 
ISOA emblem are the must-have item for fall 2010 outerwear. What??? You 
don’t have one??? Well, Mr. Bill can fi x that problem at the September mem-
bership meeting. For the month of September only, these striking jackets are 
available at the low, low, cost of $45. Each. Sizes range from Small to 2XL 
so no body is left out! Buy one for yourself, one for your spouse, one for your so no body is left out! Buy one for yourself, one for your spouse, one for your 
child or grandchild! And remember, the holidays are fast approaching (which 
ever one you celebrate) and now is the time to select that gift and have your ever one you celebrate) and now is the time to select that gift and have your 
shopping done.
 If you cannot be in attendance at the September meeting and would 
still like to purchase a jacket at this incredible bargain, we can deliver it to 
the British Car Festival on Sept.12 or even the Cantigny show on Sept.19. 
E-mail Mr. Bill at kimandbill76@sbcglobal.net to place your orders either for E-mail Mr. Bill at kimandbill76@sbcglobal.net to place your orders either for 
the September meeting or a subsequent event.
 Don’t miss out! (And if you’re not in need of a jacket, there will 
be an abundance of other ISOA regalia available including hats, tee shirts, 
sweatshirts and more…and even some special discounted items only avail-
able from Mr. Bill at the Regalia table!)able from Mr. Bill at the Regalia table!)

New Members

Denny Stock
131 Green Meadow Dr., Glendale Heights, IL  60139-1935

H: 630 665-7251 - EMail: mpower@wideopenwest.com
looking for a TR

Roger and Marilyn Briggs
1319 E Mayfair Rd., Arlington Heights, IL  60004-6729
H: 847 670-9304, His EMail: roger.briggs@staples.com

60 TR3

Jim Ferro
10465 N Bell Rd., Minooka, IL  60447-9415

59 TR3, 68 TR250

Steve Haas
807 Tanglewood Dr., Wheeling, IL  60090-5750

H: 847 541-6540, His EMail: rcfl yr@comcast.net
71 TR6

Scott and Sheryl Stier
9804 Lakewood Rd., Huntley, IL  60142-9708
H: 847 669-3848 -  EMail: sastier@prodigy.net

70 Spitfi re
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“TR” CHIVE CLASSIC GRAPHICS

ISOA ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB

You can always get the latest news directly from the ISOA web site: http://www.snic-braaapp.org 
To  subsc r ibe  to  the  ISOA e lec t ron ic  ma i l i ng  l i s t  ema i l  t hebu jas@comcas t .ne t

Your userid and password is only for the membership roster that we keep on the website. Each ISOA member 
must logon to the site with his/her own nickname and password to gain access to the “Members Only” material.

ONLINE ROSTER ACCESS INFO

ISOA ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB
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MEL MERZON’S 1947 30,000 MILE “SURVIVOR” 
DROPHEAD COUPE STANDARD 14 

c/o Bob Streepyc/o Bob Streepy
850 Kent Circle850 Kent Circle
Bartlett, IL 60103Bartlett, IL 60103

THE REAR VIEW MIRROR

MEL MERZON’S 1947 30,000 MILE “SURVIVOR” 


